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Overview

Monies from the Canadian Millennium Partnership Program toward the “Canadian Women of Courage” documentary series created a permanent record of the historical achievements of our nation’s women during WWII.  That was its aim.  It also transformed the lives of participants.

In 1997, Lori Kuffner envisioned television programs which would tell the stories of ordinary women who excelled during the chaotic years of the Second World War.  She wanted to meet, interview and preserve stories of their strength, resilience and achievement.   She also felt that their accomplishments would be an inspiration to others - that women, given opportunity, will rise to any challenge.   

In 1998, Lori and  Barb Campbell began research on Canada’s WWII women.  The multitude of stories available created an even greater passion for the project.   Broadcasters and funding were need.

In that same year, History Television came on board to help fund and televise one program.  A year and a half was spent producing “A Time for Courage” - the story of Vi Milstead Warren.  During WWII, she flew massive numbers of military planes - as part of Britain’s ATA (Air Transport Auxiliary Association).  The success of that program led to a commitment to broadcast an additional four “Canadian Women of Courage” documentaries.   To accomplish this would require many funders.

The Canadian Millennium Partnership Program seemed like a natural fit.  A key mandate was to “celebrate achievement so that Canadians are inspired to know and appreciate our past and to welcome the challenges and opportunities of the future”.

With Cooper Rock Pictures Inc. successful application to the Canadian Millennium Partnership Program and the participation of other funders and broadcasters, the vision which began 5 years ago, is now a reality.  The lives of these women of action are now preserved for future generations.

Educator and mythologist Joseph Campbell once said “People say that what we’re all seeking is a meaning for life.  I think what we’re seeking is an experience of being alive”.

These women became heroes in giving up their daily lives. It was in service to others they found that experience of “being alive”.

Their accomplishments serve as role models for us today.

When Cooper Rock Pictures Inc. began work on this series, war was history,  personal sacrifice was in a textbook.  Suddenly, as the project neared completion, conflict and global terrors loomed large again.  With anger and death so present, would anyone want to see our images of  bloody battle and the  face of war?  

What we’ve discovered is the privilege it is to show these programs in our present circumstance.  As individuals we have a much keener sense of what a build up to war means, what fears are present, what can be accomplished when strength and hope face an enemy.  Our admiration for these women has grown even larger.

In late May, 1940, Paris based - Canadian Press reporter, Gladys Arnold wrote “How could I ever face myself again, how could I ever feel that the sacrifice these boys are making is not in vain, if we are not ready to measure up to them?  The question each person must put to himself or herself today is “am I worth it”? Today the youth of several countries  throw their bodies between the tanks of the Germans and me - to save my life,  to save the liberties and civilization I enjoy - why? So I can enjoy it. He is giving his life for that.   Am I worth it? Are we worthy of the cruel and the unhuman death he has chosen in order that we may be free? I am afraid to ask myself, but we must be worth it.  Therefore no complaints, no sentimentality, no grumbling, no criticism, We must work and work and work”.

Producing the “Canadian Women of Courage” documentary series has enabled us to travel to four countries and meet hundreds of people.  Their stories, their wisdom, their willingness to part of this series has indeed changed us.  One of our subjects says at the end of WWII, “I am not the same person”.  The same holds true for us.  Our hope is, that this will hold true - even if in small measure - for those who witness these programs.

Key Activities and Milestones

Interview Dates (does not include travel dates)

1998

April

Ottawa - research with Gladys Arnold (Eyewitness to War)

June

Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island - interviews and shooting activities at



what was thought to be the final Nursing Sisters Reunion (Nurses on the 



Battlefield)
1999

Production of “A Time for Courage” (shooting in Toronto, Colborne,



Ottawa, Winnipeg, Edmonton and, in England at: Coningsby, Cosford, Chipping 



Sodbbury and Maidenhead

2000

June 4

Vancouver - Madge Tibbenham (Rescue from Sumatra)
June  4

Vancouver - Edith Landells (Nurses on the Battlefield)

June 5

Vancouver - Odette Winterton, Joan Moore (Nurses on the Battlefield)

June 6

travel by ferry to Vancouver Island 

June 7

Victoria -  shooting at Royal Museum

Aug 3

Ottawa - shooting Nurses Memorial in Hall of Honour at Parliament Hill



Ottawa - Eric Amyot/French Embassy (Eyewitness to War)

Aug. 4

Ottawa  -Dr. Helen Mussalem (Nurses on the Battlefield)



Ottawa - Dr. Dean Oliver/Canadian War Museum (Eyewitness to War)



Ottawa - National Archives - research for visuals in photo collection




and art vaults

Aug. 5

Merrickville, Ontario - Eleanor Nicholls (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 7

Toronto - Dorothy Meacham (Nurses on the Battlefield)

Aug. 8

Toronto - Kay Rex (Eyewitness to War)

Aug.  12
Stratford on Avon, England - Beryl Escott (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 13

London - shooting at Polish Institue and Sikorski Museum (Rescue from..)



Ealing, England - Norah Grajnert (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 14

London - FANY Hdq. - Lynette Beardwood (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 15

London - shooting exteriors/FANY Memorial, etc.

Aug. 16

Aldershot, England - shooting interiors WWII Army hospital



scanning archival photo’s (Nurses on the Battlefield)

Aug. 17

Guernsey Island - Robert Farnon (Showtime at the Front)

Aug. 19

Caen, France - research - Memorial Museum



shooting on Normandy D Day beaches

Aug. 20

Paris - Michel Bonneau - (Eyewitness to War)

Aug. 21

Poissy - Nellita Geoffrey Dechaume - (Eyewitness to War)

Aug. 22

shooting French exteriors

Aug. 23

Amsterdam  - Netherlands War Documentation Centre



research, scanning, interview - Rene Potkamp (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 24

Den Haag, Netherlands - Lou Lanzing (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 25

Nelson/Burnley, England - Margaret Harrison (Rescue from Sumatra)

Aug. 27, 28
research at Imperial War Museum

2001
January 5
Comax, Vancouver Island - Verity Sweeney (Showtime at the Front)

January 7
Calgay - Laurel Halliday (Showtime at the Front)

May 15

Moose Jaw - Thomas Mackenzie (Showtime at the Front)

April 2

Vancouver - Second interview with Odette Winterton

April 3

Vancouver - Second interview with Joan Moore 

April 4

Vancouver - interview with Rev. Yokoyama

September
Moose Jaw/Regina - shooting re-creations (Rescue from Sumatra)

Other activities throughout this time period included:

Completion of funding applications and meeting progress report deadlines

Research (examples of materials used are included in our Teacher’s Guide)

Transcribe interview tapes

Research of supplementary materials and copyright clearances, including sources such as:



: 
 
Imperial War Museum - London, England 




         
F.A.N.Y. - London, England





National Archives - Ottawa


                                
Canadian War Museum - Ottawa





Canadian Press





Department National Defence - Ottawa





Various Stock Houses





Private photo’s & memorabilia collection







National Archives - Washington D.C.

Pre-screen archival material including footage, photo’s, memorabilia, music, etc. - prepare shot lists

Make final decision on archival & transfer

Finalize all music and sound effects

Write Narration

Prepare script for editor

Newspaper article clearances

Development of Teacher’s Guide

Re-creation development and ordering of vehicles and costumes
Edit of programs

Closed captioning

Development of media/communication plan and implementation
Extensive research was required to create “Canadian Women of Courage”.    Many hours were spent reading  - books, magazines, newspapers, internet sites.  Other hours were spent in conversation  via phone and email with people around the world. A small number of these are mentioned in the report.

The challenge and the pleasure of producing this series was the global dimension of what these women did - from the battlefields of France to the jungles of Sumatra.   Some of our information came to us through traditional sources. Other information came to us - after advertising our quest extensively in local newspapers, on radio, libraries, internet sites, historical, veterans and geneology organizations.  Some information came to us in serendipitous ways.  

Joan Bamford Fletcher’s story is one of those.  It is an example of the curious ways we found information - and the help received from numerous people.

The Saskatchewan Military Museum is really just a small room, housed in the Regina Armouries Building.  Spilling from every corner is memorabilia. On a counter at the back of the room sat a small plaque.  Glued to it was a newspaper article from 1946 - which told the story of Joan’s adventures in Sumatra.  Only the curator, Major Keith Inches knew her story.

Secondary sources were key to telling  Joan’s story,  She had died in 1979.   The newspaper said she had returned to Vancouver for a visit with family.  Our hunt began with phone calls to archives, libraries and newspapers.  We faxed details of Joan’s story to local papers.  Within time, we received three letters from individuals in Canada who knew Joan, had served in the FANY with her and knew how to get in touch with her sister.  They also told us about Joan’s sword being in the Canadian War Museum.   

A visit to Madge Tibbenham, Joan’s sister was next.  In a scrapbook, she had preserved dozens of newspaper articles about Joan.  They told of relatives in England and a particular aunt that Joan wrote during the war.  

We sent  letters  to British sources in the Nelson/Colne area of England. The British Film Commission provided suggestions.    We turned up half a dozen relatives in England, who had met Joan, had family photographs and could give us more detail. We spent a delightful day with them.  Surveying the room as we all gathered, looking at photographs, you could see the physical resemblance to Joan in some and sense her strength among them.

Other information came from the Burma Star Association, Hong Kong Veteran’s Association, Indian Brigade.   A representative at the Canadian Embassy in the Netherlands, at one point, offered to be a go between between us and the Bankinang Reunion Association.

We put notices on a variety of internet discussion boards - from Military Women’s sites, to Scots at War to Far East Internees.  Those stories spread to other sources and were reprinted.  We received calls from former internees in California and the Netherlands - people who remembered Joan and her accomplishments.  One man in particular had fallen in love with her because she looked so “healthy”. Joan was a big woman!

From the FANY Headquarters in London we were supplied photo’s, access to Joan’s personnel file, contacts with Polish vets.  They arranged for us to receive by mail a WWII FANY uniform. It came to us via a man who served on the board at the Polish Institute and Sikorski Museum, is presently with Scotland Yard and sewed buttons and made alterations to the suit before he sent it off.
A small newspaper article spoke of Joan having attended boarding schools in Belgium and Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur in England.  Emails to that organization turned up the delightful Sister Mary Rooney who scoured their archives and found class photo’s with Joan - from the 1920’s. She copied pictures of the school plaque, 1920’s school mascott, buildings, located several letters written by Joan to a former teacher, wrote about the school’s philosophy and even found a record of Joan’s marks.

People opened their homes to us, offered us meals, shared their stories.  We contacted many Japanese organizations, consulates.  From the Canadian War Museum we received a list of the three key Japanese soldiers involved in Joan’s story and information that Joan’s translator, Art Miyazawa had last worked at Landor Associates.   Using the internet I tracked down various phone numbers and emails for them.  Through several people at their offices in California and Seattle I was put in touch with a former friend in Seattle and Arts’s wife in Tokyo.  From them we received more detail, photo’s and more magazines that spoke of Joan.  Mrs. Miyazawa told of how the allies discovered Art could speak English.  The Japanese POW’s were gathered in a holding area in Sumatra and show the movie “Gone with the Wind”.  It was obvious from Arts reaction to the movie - that he understood English.  He’d actually been born in the United States.  Following the war, he worked in Hollywood productions and helped found Landor and Associates.

Various phone calls to Asian organizations led us to Gonnami Tsuneharu at the University of British Columbia Asian Library.  He knew much about Sumurai swords and about a fellow in Richmond, Vancouver who came from a long line of Sumurai warriors.  He helped us connect with Rev. Jonathan Yokoyama (chk spelling).   One of the highlights of this project was meeting this minister and his wife.  He did come from a warrior family - had been a military cadet and his father a General during WWII.  Back throughout their family - they carried the traditions of Bushido - the warrior’s way.   He helped set in context what the sword and its presentation to Joan meant.  Before we left he also gave us his typed testimony of how his life was transformed in a positive way during the occupation of Japan following the war.

 A local Japanese restaurant turned up three fellows who could portray Yamashite Butai in our re-created segments.

In The Netherlands, we had arranged to interview a Bankinang internment camp survivor. When we arrived at his home in Den Haag, he had found another fellow who remembered Joan and had written about it in his book “Kura!”.  The two men and their wives had all been interned.  All had had parents die or be killed.     The emotion in the room was palpable.  The pain still so present that listening to the stories was very moving.

All across Europe and England, the war is so much more present than it is in North America.  War graves are ever with you as are the memorials.  Everyone was spoke with had been touched in some way.  Some we spoke with had been in the Warsaw Uprising, others had had families destroyed.   Some had witnessed first hand concentration camp horrors.  Visits to the Holocaust Exhibit at the Imperial War Museum, the Peace Memorial in Caen and the D Day Beaches are still imbedded in our minds.

The Netherlands War Documentation Centre seemed to be almost a holy place.  There was a  spirit of reverence as we examined hundreds of war and concentration camp photo’s, read diary entries and spoke with historians.

Other examples of highlights include sharing several days with the Odette and Joan of the Canadian Army Show.  We’d discovered them when one of their sons read a notice we’d put on a Military Women’s discussion board - out of the states.  Their lifetime of shared memories and joyful spirits were engaging.  They told of horrors, wondered how the German people could not have known what was happening. The smells and visions of ash covering everything were still remembered.   Yet there was laughter in their lives.

Outside Paris we interview Madame Nelitta Geoffrey Dechaume.  She is a friend of Gladys Arnold and worked with her in the Free French.  We sat outside surrounded by a glorious estate - several homes, sculpted grounds, monied and charming.  Yet as the day went on and she spoke of her personal life - one overwhelming thought came to us - that is - pain comes to everyone. Behind the surface of the most well heeled lives has been tragedy.   She was the only survivor from a car accident which killed three others - including her husband - while they were diplomats in Viet Nam.  Her life too had gone on.

On Guernsey Island, we discovered a completely different way of life and enjoyed the company of Robert Farnon.  He sat at the piano, surrounded by his awards - including a Grammy - in a home hundreds of years old.  His property was beautiful. He pointed to the route the Nazi’s took in taking over the island during WWII.   

The story of Gladys Arnold, was discovered through a conversation with Jean Bruce - author of Back the Attack.   Gladys at the time was living in Ottawa and was delighted with our call and the possibility of doing an interview.  She told us she was originally from Regina, that her cousin lived here and that she had written a book.   Reading that convinced us to do her story.  However within months Gladys developed shingles, was put on morphine and began to go downhill.  In all we interviewed her four times over many months because of her health. She lives in Regina again, is off morphine.

We have been privileged to show her documentary three times to date.  The first was at her Nursing Home, the second was at the Royal Saskatchewan Museum and the third was at the Regina Symphony Orchestra - where they had pulled a five minute segment from the program to show during their Remembrance Day program.

One of the highlights from those screenings was the message given by Rick Laliberte, MP for Churchill River .   We had wrestled with the showing of our documentaries during this new war.  Mr. Laliberte told of having been to the sight of the World Trade Towers, the weekend before. He spoke with passion as he drew on the images seen in our documentaries and what he’d witnessed in New York. to speak of  our need to confront evil.   In working on a project over a long of time, there are moments of discouragement but on that evening we remembered why we had wanted to produce “Canadian Women of Courage”, and what it meant to us. Hearing  Mr, Laliberte speak of our contribution to Canadian history and the preservation of Canadian heritage was moving.  Seeing his and the audience response to these programs has made us appreciate more these years of work and the documentary series.

Prior to working on “Canadian Women of Courage”, we didn’t understand why the world stood by for 8 years, as Hitler made clear what his intentions were.  How was that possible?   We didn’t know that the world and Canadians had wrestled with entry into war, that verbal battles had taken place here on who was right, who wrong.

Discovering 38 boxes of Gladys Arnold materials, housed at the University of Regina archives, changed our perceptions.   Hidden in those boxes were messages from the early 1940’s, messages broadcast across Canada from supporters of Vichy.  For example,

“April 7, 1942 - Good Friday this year marks the anniversary of the crucifixion of Christ by the Jews. The Easter season, more than any other brings to mind Jewish cruelty and violence. The Jews have the British under their complete domination, all disaster, all evil springs from the Jews”

One of the most surprising items was a letter to her mother written September 17, 1938 telling her that her source in London, Mr. Collier, had ways of hearing information. She continued saying that “Chamberlain and Daladier will fabricate a solution which will give the impression at home of having gone half way but which Hitler can present to his people as a capitulation. In a word kill Czechoslovakia as a nation.”

From our nurses we heard stories of them carrying their “death blankets” - something they slept with - and would be wrapped in to transport home.

From around the world, some in person, some on phone, some via email we spoke with people who offered assistance....Robert Rourveoy - an East Indies internee - who later became a cinematographer living in Canada and Holland. He spent hours making the internee drawings available to us.        A former pilot with the Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War and Internees, now living in Ohio offered invaluable sources. The French Embassy in Ottawa graciously allowed us to conduct our interview with Eric Amyot in their beautiful surroundings.

By phone we heard from members of Force 135,  from women working on graduate degrees in history with an interest in war and the military, from former internees who’d paid recent visits to the Sumatra camps.  We’ve made contacts at numerous organizations including Veterans Affairs, the Nursing Sisters Association, Canadian Military History Group. An outline of our resources is included in the Teaching Guide and in the credits for each program.

Some stories were lost early on as these women who made such a contribution began to die.  If anything it heightened our desire to produce this series as people we’d spoken with on the phone like acclaimed nursing sister Evelyn Pepper and the last surviving officer of CWAC - Major Heln K. Rankin - passed away.  Other stories we never had a chance to get - like that of a woman who worked obscurely at the University of Regina Language Centre but who had been a translator at the Nuremberg Trials. She died months before we began research.

Our Teaching Guide includes additional resources but also provides questions specifically designed for each of the four documentaries.  The questions have come out of our experiences working with these women - who continue to inspire us.    Would we as single women, even today, head overseas into conflict alone...not speaking the language?  These women found adventure and the confirmation of their abilities.  The found horror and resilience in the human spirit.     Against some of the conventions of their time, they found a place to excel.

It is easy for us to simply let life happen, to become busy accomplishing daily tasks.  We fix meals, pay bills, complain about work and suddenly another day is gone. In the background the TV news blares about world events, corrupt governments coming to power, the slaughter of children, crime on our streets.  It all becomes background. Though it gives us pause, we pass by.  Feeling helpless in the face of evil we allow life to sweep us along.

These women became active participants in life and grew because of it. That’s both a lesson and gift we receive from them.   The scope of their stories and the global nature of the assistance we’ve received has given us an appreciation for the universal and timeless appeal of these tales.

Measure Progress against statement of work

Our original grant application to the Canadian Millennium Partnership Program stated that: 


“the geographic locations in which the project or activity will take place” 


British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Prince Edward Island

In fact the gathering of interviews and materials for this series took us to British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, England, France and the Netherlands.

Our response to item 7 on the original grant application:  “Provide a detailed description of the project or activity” - was “that monies from the Canada Millennium Partnership Program will:

•
Record for posterity, from across Canada, specific stories of action from WWII women

•
Produce the documentary series “Canadian Women of Courage”

•
Develop an accompanying study/curriculum guide

•
Establish the series as part of the permanent collection for the Saskatchewan Military Museum and the Saskatchewan Provincial Archives

•
Create internet content on the subject for an international audience 

•
Initiate a multigenerational launch of the series in the year 2000”  

We went on to say that:

“This series will mark the millennium by recording the stories of Canadian women of action from across the country.  These are stories which, for the most part, have not been told before.  

“Canadian Women of Courage”  will be both a personal and historic living record of their achievements.   These individuals made choices and led lives that even today would garner headlines.   

The programs will have wide visibility, both with broadcast partners, educators, museums and anyone with an internet connection.

As we begin this journey into a new millennium, it is important that we record for future generations this celebration of the lives of these individual women.

Only through knowledge of what has already been accomplished can we prepare for the future.

Challenging ourselves comes from the strength,  pride and confidence of previous victories.

As a country, our young men and women will profit from hearing these stories of perseverance.

The United Nations has declared 1999 the “International Year of Older Persons”, in part because of the ageing of our society.  Countries from across the world are observing the occasion.  One particular focus is that of  women.   The United Nations believes that “empowering younger women is the surest guarantee of securing the well-being of older women and, improving the status of older women,  will affect the aspirations of the young.”

What of Canada’s older women?  What is unique about their experience?  What did they accomplish?  How can a new generation in a new millennium profit from their lives?

Much attention has been paid to ways in which stereotypes of older women appear in the media and ways to improve those images.  Goals for this project include:

•
Provide historically and personally accurate records of featured subjects

•
Demonstrate diversity in type of activity, perspective and Canadian geographic location.

•
Raise profile of Canadian women’s war efforts

•
Provide a resource tool for discussions about:  concepts of bravery and heroism, how history is recorded, the spirit of volunteerism and Canada in the Second World War, the study of conflict and war, women’s roles and biographies, the study of Canada in the global community.

•
Access and pull together information from at least six provinces and various occupations

•
Celebrate achievements of the past and inspire future drives towards excellence

•
Provide an event and venue where young students and educators can meet to celebrate the achievements and lessons of these women

This project then meets criteria (a) celebrating achievement so that Canadians are inspired to know and appreciate our past and to welcome the challenges and opportunities of the future.

The year 2000 brings an opportunity for new beginnings.  It is a potential bridge between one generation and the next.  Time and time again, these women of WWII tell how the experience “changed my understanding of people”.  Today we see their lined faces and stiff gait and forget their passion, knowledge and quest for adventure and change.

“Canadian Women of Courage” will give viewers knowledge they can use, surprise them with Canadian stories they may not have heard before, inspire and challenge them by example and acknowledge the human benefits that come with collective effort.

It is important to be reminded of what higher goals can be achieved by individual Canadians on the world stage. “Canadian Women of Courage” will demonstrate some of the ways in which specific Canadian women participated in the international arena in a world war.  

This series will demonstrate that size does not mean strength, that adventure can still mean hardship and that women too have stories of courage.

It is our hope that “Canadian Women of Courage”, its placement in libraries, museums, schools, broadcasts on television, interactive content on the web, study guides and launch/workshop will provide a lasting legacy for Canada.” 

As evidenced by both the documentaries themselves and the outline of our project, earlier in the report,   Cooper Rock Pictures Inc. has successfully met its initial objectives.  We have created a permanent historical record, have produced a documentary series, have produced a study guide, have given copies of the programs and supporting materials to the Sasktchewan Military Museum and Archives Board of Saskatchewan.    We have had press launches as we began to project and public screenings as the programs were completed.  The internet component and VHS covers for museum copies are in progress.
Brief outline of each episode and progress made to date:
•
Wings of Courage:  Vi Milstead Warren - the only surviving Canadian ATA (Air Transport Auxiliary) member. She logged approximately 700 hours on 29 different single engine aircraft and 17 different twin-engine aircraft.  Every plane seen in the skies during the war, both American and British, had at some time been ferried by an ATA pilot.  When the war was over some 309,000 aircraft, from bomber to fighter, from light aircraft to flying boat, would have been delivered by the ATA.  The condition of the planes was often desperate - bullet ridden, tails gone, landing gear collapsed, the smell of gas permeating the cockpits.  Vi Milstead Warren  had to navigate by sight, stay below the clouds and out of both enemy fire and the danger of Britain’s own balloon barrages.  She later taught flying and worked with her husband as a bush pilot.

      Contacts and commitments to the production of this story have been obtained from Vi 

      Milstead Warren and Shirley Render - a pilot, aviation historian and MLA from Manitoba.  We 

     have also spent time in Edmonton with Margaret Littlewood, the only female Canadian Link 

     Trainer instructor during the war.  She too initially taught flying at the same base as Vi and 

     has kept extensive records and memorabilia.  We have also identified other secondary 

     characters to the story  including fellow male flyers, students Vi taught, etc.  This program, the 

     first in the series is fully financed.

•
Eyewitness toWar:  Gladys Arnold was  a curious reporter from the prairies who went to France just prior to World War Two.  She immersed herself in the culture, learning to speak French only after her arrival.  Gladys describes in vivid detail her eyewitness account of the fall of France.  She was one of the first Canadians to interview Charles de Gaulle.  Upon her return to Canada she joined with Elisabeth de Miribel and the two eventually formed the Free French Information Service in Canada. What the wartime experience gave her..in addition to emotional scars was a new sense of herself.  And...some perspective on Canada...and our divisions between east and west.  She felt that everyone shared a need for a familiar place...a place to call home.  France gave her capability to understand..and accept her French-speaking fellow Canadians.   Following the war, Gladys was invited back to France to give testament to the conditions of the country and its people.  The bonds she forged became permanent.  Gladys worked in the French embassy in Ottawa till her retirement in 1972.  The French government awarded her the Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur. In 1987, working from the well worn leather notebook she’d first taken with her to Paris...she wrote and published “One Woman’s War” - a book about her experience.  

      We have interviewed Ms. Arnold on-camera twice and need to finalize schedules and                     

      financing to complete production. Identification of her personal possessions relating to the              

      war - including photo’s, medals, etc. have been identified and are now in the possession of 

      her Regina based nephew.      

•
Rescue from Sumatra:  Joan Bamford Fletcher -  Regina woman paid her own way to Britain, joined the FANY organization, served with the Polish Forces in Scotland and at war’s end was sent to Southeast Asia.  There, she took command of 70 Japanese soldiers and instructed them to help her evacuate 1700 POW’s who’d previously been hidden in the jungles of the Bangkinang Peninsula.  She was awarded a 300 year old Japanese sword and was made a member of the Order of the British Empire.  Later she served with Mountbatten in India.  Later still she went into the British foreign service and in another harrowing incident, escaped Poland six hours before the Communist takeover. (Ms. Fletcher is the only one of the subjects who has passed away).  We have been told that Ms. Fletcher’s sword was donated to the Canadian War Museum.

      Contact has been made with the London based FANY organization, with the Canadian War 

      Museum, which houses the cherished sword and with an Ontario friend and fellow FANY 

      member.  Verification has been obtained from Buckingham Palace re. Joan’s award.  The 

      Burma Star Association in London, England has also located one survivor of the internment 

     camp.  He is 94 years old.  They have also located a report on the event - written in Dutch 

     and that is now in our possession. Ms. Fletcher’s sister lives in Vancouver and has been 

     interviewed.

· Nurses on the Battlefield:  The final Nursing Sisters reunion took place in Charlottetown in June 1998.  We attending and captured that event on film. Canadian nurses became the first  in any Allied country to have official officer status with the equivalent power of command.  When the war ended Canada’s 4, 480 nursing sisters had cared for more than 60,000 wounded Canadians, numerous Allied servicemen and many enemy casualties.  They received 386 awards.  These woman experienced deep sadness and loss.  Their hospitals were sometimes mobile tents.  They nursed in helmets and rubber boots with gas masks in close proximity.  It was not unusual to admit 1000 patients a day.  Sometimes the operating room never let up. The bonds these women forged in the midst of attending to battle casualties has not been broken by the fifty plus years that have transpired.   Extensive interviews were done at the reunion, including a heart warming moment as one soldier gave thanks to the nurse who looked after him 50 years ago.  Time has also been spent with Edith Landells, a military nurse and author of several books on the Nursing Sisters.

•
Showtime at the Front - the story of Odette Winterton and Joan Moore.  The two women, barely over the age of 18 years old, joined the army show and went to England and into war torn Europe to entertain the troops.  War changed their lives.  The women, experienced atrocities that one couldn’t imagine.  They savour treasured memories that one can only experience going through such times.  The Army Show travelled 200 miles per day, sometimes on treacherously muddy road - only to arrive at a bombed out theatre house.  Once Odette and Joan performed while a sniper loomed in the balconies.  Once they performed over a pig pen.  They arrived in Belsen, a few short days after the concentration camp had been liberated.  They witnessed the atrocities of the holocaust and the prisoners that lived inside the barracks. Both these women kept journals and have maintained their friendship for sixty years.

Conversations with representatives from each of the specific areas will be augmented with brief reflections by writers and historians.  Period music and significant archival material will aid the viewer in conceptualizing the drama, hardship and turning point this wartime experience had in the lives of these Canadian women. . These women put themselves in harm’s way to challenge themselves and serve their country.  The connecting thread between these stories is that each were challenged by conflict.
We have received a number of letters of support for this project including:  The Royal Canadian Legion,  Canadian Red Cross, University of Regina - Women’s Studies Program, Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies and Saskatchewan Education.

Many people seem to be expressing the same concern - that there needs to be more emphasis on  recording and teaching historical Canadian stories.

Mike Bechthold, Communications Director for Laurier Centre for Military Strategic and Disarmament Studies  - “I am glad to hear that you are undertaking this project.  The role of women in the war has not received the attention it deserves.  The production of a multi-part television documentary will go a long way towards educating the general population about the important role played by women.”

Dorothy Jean Gogan, outgoing president of the Nursing Sisters Association reiterates  - “People are hungry for stories of the military. Many of these nurses have never been offered the opportunity to talk about their experiences.  Many don’t realize that people want to know”.  

Teresa MacLean with Veterans Affairs says -  “a lot of these stories have not been documented - especially in relation to women.  It is just now starting to become important.  There is a sense of urgency.”

Lawrence MacAulaym, Secretary of State for Veterans said in a speech “Canada Remembers is over.  But our commitment to educating youth is not.  We need to consider now, what we are going to do next.  Because we are determined that the momentum gained for Canadian veterans though Canada Remembers not be lost.....We must now, collectively, ensure that the Nation continues to remember the contribution and sacrifices made by all who served during this and other wars since this is our history and your testament to freedom”.

“Canadian Women of Courage” will provide lasting benefits to the community through providing a hands-on resource tool for museums, schools, libraries and broadcasters.
The project will be promoted and communicated to the community through:

•
interviews on CBC Radio, McLean’s (SP?) and Homemakers Magazines, local newspapers
•
TV Guide

•
Provincial and national educator publications

•
Museums associations

•
World War Two Preservation Society

•
Department of Defence

•
Veteran’s Affairs Canada

•
War Amps

•
Canadian War Museum

•
Canada’s aviation museums

•
Military Women web site

•
Minerva web site

•
Saskatchewan Military Museum


